BCHS Chemistry Course Syllabus

Mrs. Smith 

What is chemistry? Chemistry is the scientific study of matter and the changes that it undergoes.
 

Contact Info:  
Email: lsmith@muhsd.org
Course Website: My website can also be found on the BCHS website

http://mrssmithbiology.weebly.com

Grading policy: Semester grades will be based on four weighted categories: 
· Homework/class work (20%)
· Labs (20%)
· Tests, quizzes, benchmarks (45%)
· Semester Final Exam (15%)
Letter Grades:  All grades are based on points earned on assignments.  

       (  A=  100 – 90%

       (  B=  89 – 80%

       (  C=  79 – 70%

       (  D=  69 – 60%

       (  F=  59% or less

Grades are posted frequently to the Aeries grading program.  Parent and students can access their grades at any time by requesting a password from the BCHS front office and logging on to the BCHS website at www.bchs.muhsd.k12.ca.us

Tardy policy:  If you are not in your seat when the bell rings you will be marked tardy.  

Restroom Passes: Each student will receive three restroom passes per semester. Mrs. Smith will give out a set of passes to each student and will sign the pass each time the student asks to go to the restroom. Students are to write their name in pen on their pass and cannot share their pass with another student. After the three passes are used, the student will be marked tardy each time they go to the restroom. Unused restroom passes can be turned in at the end of the semester for extra credit (5 points each unused pass = 15 total extra credit points). Please know that using the restroom during the class period can cause you to fall behind in the class. Try to only use the restroom for necessity/emergencies.
       Homework/Assignments: Most assignments will be done in class. If an assignment is not completed in class, Mrs. Smith may tell you that the assignment is now considered homework and will be due at the start of class the next day. 
Time management is an important skill. Write all assignments in your agenda. If you know you will miss class for an athletic event or field trip, try to turn in your assignments early to avoid falling behind. If you are ill or absent for an unforeseen reason, check the course website and/or e-mail Mrs. Smith or a classmate to get the assignment, and try to complete it as soon as possible. You are allowed no more than two days for each day of absence in which to “catch up.” 
It is your responsibility to check with the teacher to make arrangements about make up work, not the teacher’s responsibility. 

If you can’t keep up with the class, you may have difficulty passing. Be sure to ask for help when needed! Academics are the first priority.

           Labs: Most labs will require a formal, graded write-up that may include a “pre-lab” assignment. At times there may be a pop quiz given to check for understanding before starting the lab. The main purpose of the pre-lab and quiz is your safety, and that of your classmates. Most laboratory injuries occur when students are not familiar with the proper lab procedures. No student will be allowed to participate in the lab assignment unless s/he knows the procedures. If, at any time, the teacher judges the student unprepared for the laboratory, the student will be sent to the R.C. and will be expected to make up the work on the students own time. Reckless behavior, horseplay, etc., will result in an automatic “zero” for the lab without possibility of make-up. If you are absent from a lab, your teacher will determine whether you must do the experiment at a later time or complete an alternate assignment for the same credit. 

         Exams: “pop quizzes” may be given at any time.


All quizzes and exams will be closed book and “closed mouth.” If you miss an exam because of absence, you will be expected to make it up when you return to class. Tests and quizzes missed due to absence can only be made until the next test is taken. Makeups are done by appointment only. After the next test is taken, missed tests and quizzes cannot be made up. It is your responsibility to check with the teacher to make arrangements about make up work, not the teacher’s responsibility. 

To maintain test security, make-up exams may be quite different from the original. Academic honesty is expected. No academic dishonesty will be tolerated; if you are caught cheating or being academically dishonest, you will receive a grade of zero points on your exam/quiz. Any dishonesty will be reflected on your citizenship grade. 

PROHIBITED IN CLASS:
• Food and Drink
• Horseplay

• Cell phones and other signaling devices- unless given permission by Mrs. Smith. If you are caught with your phone out, it will be confiscated and turned into the AP/ R.C. 

• iPods, music players, games, inappropriate dress, and bad citizenship

REQUIRED FOR CLASS EVERYDAY:

• Pencil or pen
• Binder, dividers, folders, etc., save everything Mrs. Smith gives you!
• Calculator: A scientific calculator with exponent, square root, and log keys will make your life easier. Programmable and graphing calculators are OK, but no games!  Students are not allowed to share calculators or use phones during exams or tests.  
• Textbook and workbook
• Your attention and desire to learn: keep at it- some concepts in biology are tough to understand. There are many ways to get help; the best way is to ask your teacher or a peer! 

DON’T GIVE UP! Every accomplishment starts with the decision try! 

“Education is not the learning of facts, but the training of the mind to think.” 

– Albert Einstein
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Student Signature: By signing below, I agree that I fully understand, and will abide by the rules and policies listed above.
 
Student Signature







 Date
 
 
PRINT STUDENT’S NAME FOR CREDIT
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: By signing below, I agree that I have read and understand the rules and policies listed above, and will encourage my son/daughter to abide by them. I will contact the teacher if I have any questions or if any problems arise. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature






Date
 
 
PRINT PARENT’S NAME




      DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER 
